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Saving time 
and money by 
checking the 
subfloor
The most common subfloor encountered in South Africa is 

concrete, although occasionally the flooring contractor may 

have to install on a wooden or metal subfloor. 

Whichever subfloor is encountered, it should always be thoroughly examined 

before any installation work is started. Subfloors must be hard, dust-free, smooth, 

level and dry, and no flooring must be laid until all faults in them have been repaired.

Any dampness, moisture or water will affect the adhesive and the flooring will 

eventually curl at the edges or even lift off the 

subfloor. A dirty subfloor or one that has patches of 

grease or paint on the surface will also prevent the 

adhesive from bonding to it.

An uneven subfloor will not only result in a rough 

floor, but also loss of bond will occur since the 

flooring will follow the contours of the substrate.

It is generally accepted that the specifier and 

main contractor must ensure that the subfloor is 

acceptable in respect of level, smoothness, sound-

ness, dryness and cleanliness before any resilient 

flooring specified can be laid. 

If the subfloor is not acceptable, the flooring con-

tractor should inform the main contractor in writ-

ing of the situation at hand.

To remove dust or dirt, sweep or vacuum the 

floor thoroughly. If the subfloor surface remains 

dusty after sweeping or vacuuming – perhaps due 

to over-trowelling on the concrete, it is advisable 

to seal the surface with a coat of primer. If the 

subfloor seems porous, it should also be primed, 

and the primer should be allowed to dry before the 

floorcovering is installed.

 Grease or oil patches and/or paint can be 

removed by using paint strippers, although larger 

areas may require a degreasing compound. The 

subfloor should be washed to remove the stripper 

and oil/paint residue, and allowed to dry.

Sometimes the subfloor needs repairing before 

installation of any floorcovering can start. The most 

common method of obtaining a good surface is by 

the use of a smoothing compound, and FloorworX 

recommends that Pavelite is used.

Pavelite is a cementitious compound for repair-

ing damaged, uneven or rough screeds prior to the 

installation of floorcoverings. Its rapid-drying prop-

erties enable the flooring contractor to lay floors 

soon after application, saving time and money.

Pavelite gives a fine smooth finish which 

improves adhesive coverage; applied with a 

straight-edge steel trowel in a smooth layer up to 

12mm thick in one application. Trowel marks and 

high spots must be removed with coarse sandpa-

per or a carborundum stone when the screed is 

dry. Leave the screed to dry for at least 3 hours. If it 

is thicker than 5mm, leave overnight to dry. 

If Pavelite is applied correctly, it will not craze and 

is resistant to rising alkaline moisture. Rigid process 

control ensures consistent high quality, enabling 

the flooring contractor to use the product with 

confidence.

For more information, contact the FloorworX 

National Call Centre on 0860 346 679.
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