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Protect and preserve for

F e a t u r e :  C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y

FloorworX is aware of the fact that it has to  

comply with green processes and is therefore 

continually investigating and testing the viability 

of new manufacturing methods to decrease the 

impact on the country’s resources.

The company has implemented several Environmental 

Management Systems (EMSs) in its East London manufacturing 

plant: the factory is certified according to international standards 

such as ISO 9001 (quality management) and is striving to attain ISO 

14001 (environmental management system) during 2010. 

All locally manufactured products (Floorflex, Superflex, NBS and 

Industrial Floor) carry the SANS mark.

FloorworX is also partnered with industry leaders who passion-

ately believe in creating green products without compromising 

product quality and performance; suppliers who ensure the effect 

that their manufacturing processes have on the environment is as 

minimal as worldwide technologies will allow. 

FloorworX is currently addressing its commitment to sustainabil-

ity through processes such as resources used, pollution prevention, 

installation, utilisation, recycling and packaging material. Great 

emphasis is placed on the reduction of the resources used for local 

manufacturing. 

For example, FloorworX installed a wind turbine at the East 

London factory which should by design convert the kinetic energy Sh
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What is ISO 14001?
The ISO 14000 family addresses various 

aspects of environmental management. The 

very first two standards, ISO 14001:2004 and 

ISO 14004:2004, deal with environmental 

management systems (EMS). ISO 14001:2004 

provides the requirements for an EMS and 

ISO 14004:2004 gives general EMS guidelines. 

The other standards and guidelines in the family address 

specific environmental aspects, including: labelling, perfor-

mance evaluation, lifecycle analysis, communication and 

auditing. 

An iso 14001:2004-BAsed ems
An EMS meeting the requirements of ISO 14001:2004 is a 

management tool enabling an organisation of any size or 

type to identify and control the environmental impact of its 

activities, products or services; to improve its environmental 

performance continually; and to implement a systematic 

approach to setting environmental objectives and targets; to 

achieving these and to demonstrating that they have been 

achieved.

ISO 14001:2004 does not specify levels of environmental 

performance. If it specified levels of environmental perfor-

mance, they would have to be specific to each business activ-

ity and this would require a specific EMS standard for each 

business. That is not the intention.

ISO has many other standards dealing with specific environ-

mental issues. The intention of ISO 14001:2004 is to provide a 

framework for a holistic, strategic approach to the organisa-

tion’s environmental policy, plans and actions. 

ISO 14001:2004 gives the generic requirements for an envi-

ronmental management system. The underlying philosophy 

is that whatever the organisation’s activity, the requirements 

of an effective EMS are the same. 

This has the effect of establishing a common reference for 

communicating about environmental management issues 

between organisations and their customers, regulators, the 

public and other stakeholders. 

Because ISO 14001:2004 does not lay down levels of envi-

ronmental performance, the standard can be implemented 

by a wide variety of organisations, whatever their current 

level of environmental maturity. 

However, a commitment to compliance with applicable 

environmental legislation and regulations is required, along 

with a commitment to ongoing improvement.

of wind into mechanical energy. At present FloorworX is carrying 

out a wind resource assessment to estimate the amount of ener-

gy the wind turbine will produce. If proven successful, FloorworX 

will consider installing more wind turbines at the factory to con-

vert the mechanical energy into electricity.

In terms of installation, FloorworX floorcoverings can be laid in 

(amongst others), solvent-free, environment-friendly spreading 

adhesives. 

Adhesives are manufactured by SAFIC, a leading subsidiary of 

Accéntuate Limited that is consistently committed to the pres-

ervation of the environment – hence all practices are carried out 

within a framework of responsible care to save our planet.

A long product lifespan means a long period of utilisation. 

Therefore one can make the assumption that there is higher 

conservation of resources because of the infrequent need of 

regeneration and disposal of both FloorworX products and the 

supplementary materials necessary for installation. 

FloorworX floorcoverings are extremely tough and wear-resis-

tant. Their extremely long lifespan is far above the average of 

other hard floorcoverings – which means that vinyl floorcoverings 

such as linoleum, Marmoleum and Nora rubber are often pre-

ferred in areas with heavy traffic. 

The closed surface of FloorworX vinyl floorcoverings permits 

easy and economic cleaning. The variety of Topshield, PU and 

PUR coatings on these floorcoverings offers a series of benefits 

regarding care and maintenance. 

FloorworX always has and always will continue to include waste 

management as a high-level improvement objective. Production 

scraps such as punch burrs from FloorworX floorcoverings are 

always re-used. They are granulated and become part of the raw 

material basis of different semi-flexible and fully-flexible products. 

They can also be used as high-quality filling material and partly 

as designer decoration granulates (for flashings on Floorflex and 

Superflex). 

Waste reduction, sustainability for intended purpose, and trans-

portation are all considered when choosing packaging, to ensure 

that what FloorworX sends out is both environmentally consider-

ate and user-friendly. Tiles are supplied in cardboard boxes on 

pallets. 

The cardboard boxes are made from waste paper and can be 

recycled. Only wooden pallets are used, and these are returned 

and re-used by FloorworX. 

The sheeting is rolled on cardboard cores made of recycled 

cardboard. The cardboard cores are also taken back and reused. 

Even the secondary packaging of the rolls is made of recyclable 

paper. Each roll is positioned vertically on wooden pallets and 

sealed in environmentally compatible and recyclable film. 

As the only local vinyl manufacturer in South Africa, FloorworX 

commits to protect and preserve the past for present and future 

generations. 

In addition, FloorworX is a corporate member of WWF SA which 

is a credible and long-standing conservation NGO.

FloorworX Marketing Department 

Tel:  011 406 4146   Fax: 011 406 4205

Website:  www.floorworx.co.za
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