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Another floor set to see out the century?

Although many different floorcoverings were used on the presti-

gious new building recently built for and now occupied by the 

Department of International Relations & Cooperation (formerly 

Foreign Affairs) in Pretoria, there was no ‘second-choicing’ of the floor-

ing used for the floors that are expecting regular heavy traffic in the 

basement, mailrooms, guard rooms and archive front office areas.

The first choice resulted in FloorworX providing 850m² of Grey 

Marmoleum for these areas – a wise move, considering that the main 

requirements for the floors in this building included having a strong 

eco-friendly component, and longevity.

Marmoleum fitted the bill on both counts: it is made from natural, 

sustainable materials, and it has been patented for over 150 years. In 

fact, a Marmoleum floor in Pretoria has just been replaced, after  

having been installed 103 years ago!

For the manufacturer of Marmoleum, Forbo Flooring, environmental 

and social responsibility has been a core value since the company 

was founded, and it also aims to create better environments, includ-

ing the search for healthier interior climates. 

Marmoleum is a natural product made from linseed oil, wood flour, 

rosin, limestone and jute. Unlike vinyl flooring that has just a thin 

colour layer, Marmoleum flooring has a top layer of at least 2mm 

thickness with colour that goes all the way through, making it a dura-

ble and long-lasting floor. Also, Marmoleum does not harbour dust 

mites and has natural bactericidal properties.

As the sole distributor of the extensive Forbo range of floorcover-

ings, FloorworX was proud to be part of the introduction of Forbo’s 

innovative Linoleum Global 3 to South Africa earlier this year.

As one of the most exciting developments for many years in this 

type of flooring, Linoleum Global 3 includes eleven structures from 

the Marmoleum, Artoleum and Walton ranges, and is available in 160 

colours throughout these 11 designs, which means more shades, tones 

and combination options at the designer’s disposal than ever before.

In addition to Global 3 providing designers with numerous oppor-

tunities for combining colours and structures, these options 

are further enhanced with a new and stylish range 

of service products that includes matching 

designer skirtings.

Multi-coloured (invisible) and non-soiling welding rods are also 

available to match each colour when a seamless finish is required, 

although Uni-coloured welding rods are still available when a specific 

design or contrast is needed. ‘Glow-in-the-dark’ Glow Weld is also 

available for design effects

Environmentally responsible products and processes minimise 

impact on the environment at every stage in the production process 

of Marmoleum, and it is also regarded as being ‘energy-neutral’, which 

means that this innovative product consumes very little energy dur-

ing its life-cycle, with consequent positive benefits for the climate. 

Marmoleum is also naturally bio-degradable, and thus ideal for 

sustainable building concepts. It is produced without adverse conse-

quences for plants and animals or their habitats, and it is as easy to 

clean as it is on the eye. 

Specifying Marmoleum linoleum offers many benefits – it is pro-

duced from natural materials that are sustainable and durable; it with-

stands heavy loads and wheeled traffic; it is fire-resistant and difficult 

to ignite; resists cigarette burns; has impressive hygienic properties; is 

decorative and versatile; can be invisibly welded; is permanently anti-

static; permanently bacteriostatic; and cost-effective.

Finally, apart from being the sole distributor of Marmoleum, 

FloorworX is the only local manufacturer of semi- and fully-flexible 

vinyl floor tiles and sheeting, and has a vast sales programme of qual-

ity resilient floorcoverings that includes linoleum, safety and static-

control flooring, luxury vinyl tiles, the Nora range of rubber floors, 

cushion vinyl, and sports flooring – together with the full range of 

Quick-Step laminate floors. 
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